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Based on extended interviews at the Culiprán fundo in Chile with peasants who recount in their own terms
their political evolution, this is an in-depth study of peasants in social and political action. It deals with two
basic themes: first, the authoritarian structure within a traditional latifundio and its eventual replacement by a
peasant-based elected committee, and second, the events shaping the emergence of political consciousness
among the peasantry. Petras and Zemelman Merino trace the careers of local peasant leaders, followers, and
opponents of the violent illegal land seizure in 1965 and the events that triggered the particular action.

The findings of this study challenge the oft-accepted assumption that peasants represent a passive,
traditional, downtrodden group capable only of following urban-based elites. The peasant militants, while
differing considerably in their ability to grasp complex political and social problems, show a great deal of
political skill, calculate rationally on the possibility of success, and select and manipulate political allies on
the basis of their own primary needs. The politicized peasantry lend their allegiance to those forces with
whom they anticipate they have the most to gain—and under circumstances that minimize social costs. The
authors identify the highly repressive political culture within the latifundio—reinforced by the national
political system—as the key factor inhibiting overt expressions of political demands.

The emergence of revolutionary political consciousness is found to be the result of cumulative experiences
and the breakdown of traditional institutions of control. The violent illegal seizure of the farm is perceived
by the peasantry as a legitimate act based on self-interest as well as general principles of justice—in other
words, the seizure is perceived as a “natural act,” suggesting that perhaps two sets of moralities functioned
within the traditional system.

The book is divided into two parts: the first part contains a detailed analysis of peasant behavior; the second
contains transcriptions of peasant interviews. Combined, they give the texture and flavor of insurgent peasant
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Clay:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Peasants in Revolt: A Chilean Case Study, 1965-1971
(Edinburgh Bilingual Library,) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Peasants in Revolt: A Chilean Case
Study, 1965-1971 (Edinburgh Bilingual Library,) is not only giving you more new information but also for
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book Peasants in Revolt: A Chilean Case Study, 1965-1971 (Edinburgh Bilingual
Library,). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jesse Harrison:

Peasants in Revolt: A Chilean Case Study, 1965-1971 (Edinburgh Bilingual Library,) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Peasants in Revolt: A Chilean Case Study, 1965-1971 (Edinburgh
Bilingual Library,) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Nancy Herman:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Peasants in Revolt: A Chilean Case Study, 1965-
1971 (Edinburgh Bilingual Library,) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Gail Nugent:

You may get this Peasants in Revolt: A Chilean Case Study, 1965-1971 (Edinburgh Bilingual Library,) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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