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A major history of early Americans' ideas about conservation

Fifty years after the American Revolution, the yeoman farmers who made up a large part of the new
country's voters faced a crisis. The very soil of American farms seemed to be failing, and agricultural
prosperity, upon which the Republic was founded, was threatened. Steven Stoll's passionate and brilliantly
argued book explores the tempestuous debates that erupted between "improvers," who believed in practices
that sustained and bettered the soil of existing farms, and "emigrants," who thought it was wiser and more
"American" to move westward as the soil gave out. Stoll examines the dozens of journals, from New York to
Virginia, that gave voice to the improvers' cause. He also focuses especially on two groups of farmers, in
Pennsylvania and South Carolina. He analyzes the similarities and differences in their farming habits in order
to illustrate larger regional concerns about the "new husbandry" in free and slave states.

Farming has always been the human activity that most disrupts nature, for good or ill. The decisions these
early Americans made about how to farm not only expressed their political and social faith, but also
influenced American attitudes about the environment for decades to come. Larding the Lean Earth is a signal
work of environmental history and an original contribution to the study of antebellum America.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Guyer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Larding the Lean Earth: Soil
and Society in Nineteenth-Century America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have different opinion?

Floretta Simmons:

Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and Society in Nineteenth-Century America can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and Society in Nineteenth-Century America yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Muriel Carpenter:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and Society
in Nineteenth-Century America is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Lloyd Stec:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and Society in
Nineteenth-Century America can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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