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Studying major writers and philosophers--Schlegel and Schleiermacher in Germany, Wordsworth in
England, and Chateaubriand in France--Gerald Izenberg shows how a combination of political, social, and
psychological developments resulted in the modern concept of selfhood. More than a study of one national
culture influencing another, this work goes to the heart of kindred intellectual processes in three European
countries. Izenberg makes two persuasive and related arguments. The first is that the Romantics developed a
new idea of the self as characterized by fundamentally opposing impulses: a drive to assert the authority of
the self and expand that authority to absorb the universe, and the contradictory impulse to surrender to a
greater idealized entity as the condition of the self's infinity. The second argument seeks to explain these
paradoxes historically, showing how romantic individuality emerged as a compromise. Izenberg
demonstrates how the Romantics retreated, in part, from a preliminary, radically activist ideal of autonomy
they had worked out under the impact of the French Revolution. They had begun by seeing the individual
self as the sole source of meaning and authority, but the convergence of crises in their personal lives with the
crises of the revolution revealed this ideal as dangerously aggressive and self-aggrandizing. In reaction, the
Romantics shifted their absolute claims for the self to the realm of creativity and imagination, and made such
claims less dangerous by attributing totality to nature, art, lover, or state, which in return gave that totality
back to the self.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Impossible Individuality: Romanticism,
Revolution, and the Origins of Modern Selfhood, 1787-1802 had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book
Impossible Individuality: Romanticism, Revolution, and the Origins of Modern Selfhood, 1787-1802 is not
only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Impossible Individuality:
Romanticism, Revolution, and the Origins of Modern Selfhood, 1787-1802. You never experience lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Amber Payne:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Impossible Individuality: Romanticism, Revolution, and the Origins of
Modern Selfhood, 1787-1802 book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Impossible Individuality: Romanticism, Revolution,
and the Origins of Modern Selfhood, 1787-1802 content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do
you even now thinking Impossible Individuality: Romanticism, Revolution, and the Origins of Modern
Selfhood, 1787-1802 is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Issac Molina:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Impossible Individuality: Romanticism,
Revolution, and the Origins of Modern Selfhood, 1787-1802, you could enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Michael Madden:

Beside this Impossible Individuality: Romanticism, Revolution, and the Origins of Modern Selfhood, 1787-
1802 in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Impossible Individuality: Romanticism, Revolution, and
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the Origins of Modern Selfhood, 1787-1802 because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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