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As a young poet, Dante Alighieri was at the center of a new attitude sweeping through Italy and southern
France. Poets and artists were awakening from a thousand-year yoke we now call the Middle Ages. Giotto
showed the way in art by painting real people in his allegorical scenes; Dante used vernacular or street
language to write down his actual feelings. And a new subject drove these and other passionate artists: Love.
Who were the poets of Dante’s circle? This edition of Dante and His Circle is based upon an imaginative
recreation of a cultural and intellectual ferment at the birth of a national literature. Dante Gabriel Rossetti
brought together poetry of the friends and antagonists of Dante—in particular the poems of the flamboyant
Guido Cavalcanti, the staid Cino da Pistoia, and the outrageous Cecco Angiolieri, with many others—and
including the curious work of the youthful Dante called the Vita Nuova (The New Life, or My Young Life;
available separately), which itself is the subject of comments by Dante’s poetic friends. Dante’s putative
subject is Beatrice/Love—but the Vita Nuova is really an exercise in poetry: Dante sets the emotional scene
for a poem, then he writes the poem, then he explains the poem’s structure, part by part. Dante himself later
became uncomfortable with this work of youth, but he did not disown it. This selected edition of Dante and
His Circle concentrates on the eternal theme of Love, leaving aside poems relating to the wars and politics of
the time. Love as a subject of serious public discussion signaled the emerging Renaissance, not just a
rediscovery of the glories of ancient Greece and Rome, but a new sensibility finding—no—building a
platform for personal expression and interchange. Besides the Vita Nuova, Rossetti arranged some poetic
exchanges between Dante and Guido Cavalcanti. The Vita Nuova is also available as a stand-alone volume
(www.createspace.com/3683218). The woman's perspective on love may have best been told by Sappho
(www.createspace.com/4185675), who invented lyric poetry — and what we now know as the guitar pick!
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Koenig:

The ability that you get from Dante and His Circle may be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Dante and His Circle giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this specific Dante and His Circle instantly.

David Munsch:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Dante and His Circle can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.

Edward Schanz:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Dante and His Circle is simple to bring
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dante and His Circle can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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