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Lying appears to be ubiquitous, what Franz Kafka called "a universal principle”; yet, despite a number of
recent books on the subject, it has been given comparatively little genuinely systematic attention by
philosophers, social scientists, or even literary theorists. In The Habit of Lying John Vignaux Smyth
examines three forms of falsification—lying, concealment, and fiction—and makes a strong critique of
traditional approaches to each of them, and, above all, to the relations among them.
With recourse to Rene Girard, Paul de Man, Theodor Adorno, Leo Strauss, and other theoreticians not
usually considered together, Smyth arrives at some surprising conclusions about the connections between
lying, mimesis, sacrifice, sadomasochism, and the sacred, among other central subjects. Arguing that the
relation between lying and truthtelling has been characterized in the West by sharply sacrificial features, he
begins with a critique of the philosophies of lying espoused by Kant and Sissela Bok, then concludes that the
problem of truth and lies leads to the further problem of the relation between law and arbitrariness as well as
to the relation between rationality and unanimity. Constructively criticizing the work of such philosophers as
Bertrand Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Richard Rorty, and Nelson Goodman, Smyth shows how these
problems occur comparably in fiction theory and how Paul de Man’s definition of fiction as arbitrariness
finds confirmation in analytic philosophy. Through the novels of Defoe, Stendhal, and Beckett—with topics
ranging from Defoe’s treatment of lies, fiction, and obscenity to Beckett’s treatment of the anus and the
sacred—Smyth demonstrates how these texts generalize the issues of mendacity, concealment, and sacrificial
arbitrariness in Girard’s sense to almost every aspect of experience, fiction theory, and cultural life. The final
section of the book, taking its cue from Shakespeare, elaborates a sacrificial view of the history of fashion
and dress concealment.
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From reader reviews:

Jeannette Coleman:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature,
Philosophy, and Fashion Theory. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important some sort of book The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature,
Philosophy, and Fashion Theory. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sophie Clark:

The book untitled The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published
by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice learn.

Frances York:

Beside this specific The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory in
your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature,
Philosophy, and Fashion Theory because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!

James Snider:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and
Fashion Theory was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point,
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many ways to get book you wanted.
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