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The technological revolution linked to high speed rail (HSR) has been accompanied by myths and claims
about its contribution to society and the economy. Although HSR is unquestionably a technological advance
that has become a symbol of modernity, this review and analysis of the international experiences shows that
the conditions necessary to have a positive impact, economically, socially and environmentally, are
enormously restrictive. The Economics and Politics of High Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad,
by Daniel Albalate and Germà Bel, introduces the main questions policy makers and scholars should
examine when considering and studying HSR implementation, with particular emphasis on the US’s recent
interest in this technology and possible application in California. Albalate and Bel then review the
experiences of the most significant implementations of HSR around the globe. This in-depth international
perspective includes chapters on the pioneers of HSR (Japan and France), the European followers (Germany,
Spain and Italy), as well as Asian experiences in China, Taiwan, and Korea.

Albalate and Bel’s study provides a clear distinction between the myths and realities associated with this
transportation innovation. Among the most relevant findings, this study highlights how HSR projects that do
not satisfy highly restrictive conditions—on mobility patterns, measured costs, and economically rational
designs—that make it desirable have been the source of huge financial debacles and the economic failure of
HSR in most cases, which result in unfortunate consequences for taxpayers. The Economics and Politics of
High Speed Rail is a rigorous investigation of the economic and political challenges and ramifications of
implementing new public transportation technology.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Oquinn:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Economics and
Politics of High-Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad. All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Mitchell Peed:

This book untitled The Economics and Politics of High-Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication
from your list.

Louise Suttle:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The Economics and Politics of High-Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Barbara Kelley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the The Economics and Politics of High-Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad when you essential
it?
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