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The passage of the 1902 Reclamation Act created a mandate for the federal government to build dams on the
Colorado River and its powerful tributaries. By 1920 the US Geological Survey had surveyed the river’s
main courses, but still needed accurate charts of the last stretches of deep canyons and white-water rapids,
accessible only by boat.Rough-Water Man is the first detailed account of these mapping expeditions by the
USGS—the San Juan Canyon in 1921, the upper Green River in 1922, and the Grand Canyon in 1923.
Illustrated throughout with period photographs, it is also the personal story of twenty-four-year-old Henry
Elwyn Blake Jr., the only boatman to crew on each of the three trips, evolving from novice waterman to
expert rapids runner. Drawing on Blake’s diaries, as well as the writings of other USGS surveyors, Rough-
Water Man conveys the danger and hardships of navigating these waters with heavy wooden boats and oars.
Even today, in rubber pontoons, traversing these canyons is an awesome and exhilarating experience. When
Blake and his companions surveyed it, the Colorado ran free and wild from Wyoming to the Sea of Cortez.
Westwood gives us mile-by-mile and day-by-day accounts of running these rapids before their canyons were
flooded and waters tamed, before the rivers had ever been charted.
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From reader reviews:

David Munsch:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River
Expeditions. Try to the actual book Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions as your
good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

William Watts:

The book Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a publication Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S
Colorado River Expeditions. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Jill Goulet:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of
Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you even now thinking Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Janice Hayes:

The publication untitled Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study
when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions from the publisher to
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make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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