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Nagasaki during the Tokugawa (1603–1868) was truly Japan's window on the world with its Chinese
residences and Deshima island, where Western foreigners, including representatives of the Dutch East India
Company, were confined. In 1785 ?tsuki Gentaku (1757–1827) journeyed from the capital to Nagasaki to
meet Dutch physicians and the Japanese who acted as their interpreters. Gentaku was himself a physician,
but he was also a Dutch studies (rangaku) scholar who passionately believed that European science and
medicine were critical to Japan's progress. Network of Knowledge examines the development of Dutch
studies during the crucial years 1770–1830 as Gentaku, with the help of likeminded colleagues, worked to
facilitate its growth, creating a school, participating in and hosting scholarly and social gatherings, and
circulating books. In time the modest, informal gatherings of Dutch studies devotees (rangakusha), mostly in
Edo and Nagasaki, would grow into a pan-national society.

Applying ideas from social network theory and Bourdieu's conceptions of habitus, field, and capital, this
volume shows how Dutch studies scholars used networks to grow their numbers and overcome government
indifference to create a dynamic community. The social significance of rangakusha, as much as the
knowledge they pursued in medicine, astronomy, cartography, and military science, was integral to the
creation of a Tokugawa information revolution—one that saw an increase in information gathering among all
classes and innovative methods for collecting and storing that information. Although their salons were not as
politically charged as those of their European counterparts, rangakusha were subversive in their decision to
include scholars from a wide range of socio-economic backgrounds. They created a cultural society of
civility and play in which members worked toward a common cultural goal. This insightful study reveals the
strength of the community's ties as it follows rangakusha into the Meiji era (1868–1912), when a new
generation championed values and ambitions similar to those of Gentaku and his peers.

Network of Knowledge offers a fresh look at the cultural and intellectual environment of the late Tokugawa
that will be welcomed by scholars and students of Japanese intellectual and social history.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Gomes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information
Revolution. Try to face the book Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information
Revolution as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience
as well as knowledge with this book.

Amanda Grant:

Here thing why this particular Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information
Revolution are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Network of Knowledge:
Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Network of Knowledge:
Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Network of Knowledge: Western
Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution in e-book can be your choice.

Carman Robertson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Network of Knowledge: Western Science
and the Tokugawa Information Revolution is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ralph McClure:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
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personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the
Tokugawa Information Revolution can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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