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SUBJECT OF OUR STUDY: RELIGIOUS SOCIOLOGY AND THE THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE In this
book we propose to study the most primitive and simple religion which is actually known, to make an
analysis of it, and to attempt an explanation of it. A religious system may be said to be the most primitive
which we can observe when it fulfils the two following conditions: in the first place, when it isfound in a
society whose organization is surpassed by no othersin simplicity;[1] and secondly, when it is possible to
explain it without making use of any element borrowed from a previous religion. We shall set ourselvesto
describe the organization of this system with all the exactness and fidelity that an ethnographer or an
historian could give it. But our task will not be limited to that: sociology raises other problems than history
or ethnography. It does not seek to know the passed forms of civilization with the sole end of knowing them
and reconstructing them. But rather, like every positive science, it has as its object the explanation of some
actual reality which is near to us, and which consequently is capable of affecting our ideas and our acts: this
reality is man, and more precisely, the man of to-day, for there is nothing which we are more interested in
knowing. Then we are not going to study avery archaic religion ssimply for the pleasure of telling its
peculiarities and its singularities. If we have taken it as the subject of our research, it is because it has seemed
to us better adapted than any other to lead to an understanding of the religious nature of man, that isto say, to
show us an essential and permanent aspect of humanity. But this proposition is not accepted before the
raising of strong objections. It seems very strange that one must turn back, and be transported to the very
beginnings of history, in order to arrive at an understanding of humanity asit is at present. This manner of
procedure seems particularly paradoxical in the question which concerns us. In fact, the various religions
generally pass as being quite unequal in value and dignity; it is said that they do not all contain the same
guota of truth. Then it seems as though one could not compare the highest forms of religious thought with
the lowest, without reducing the first to the level of the second. If we admit that the crude cults of the
Australian tribes can help usto understand Christianity, for example, is that not supposing that this latter
religion proceeds from the same mentality as the former, that it is made up of the same superstitions and rests
upon the same errors? Thisis how the theoretical importance which has sometimes been attributed to
primitive religions has come to pass as asign of a systematic hostility to all religion, which, by prejudging
the results of the study, vitiates them in advance. Thereis no occasion for asking here whether or not there
are scholars who have merited this reproach, and who have made religious history and ethnology a weapon
against religion. In any case, a sociologist cannot hold such a point of view. In fact, it is an essential
postulate of sociology that a human institution cannot rest upon an error and alie, without which it could not
exigt. If it were not founded in the nature of things, it would have encountered in the facts a resistance over
which it could never have triumphed. So when we commence the study of primitive religions, it iswith the
assurance that they hold to reality and expressit; this principle will be seen to re-enter again and again in the
course of the analyses and discussions which follow, and the reproach which we make against the schools
from which we have separated ourselvesis that they have ignored it.
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From reader reviews:
John Mullen:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileis reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this L'art russe: Ses origines,
ses ¢lgments congtitutifs, son apogge, son avenir (French Edition) book as basic and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Thomas Smith:

L'art russe: Ses origines, ses ¢lgments constitutifs, son apogge, son avenir (French Edition) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We al recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his’her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing L'art russe: Ses origines, ses ¢lgments constitutifs, son apogge, son avenir (French
Edition) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Sandra Bland:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book L'art russe: Ses origines, ses ¢lgcments
constitutifs, son apoggee, son avenir (French Edition) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website.
Aswe know that book L'art russe: Ses origines, ses ¢lgcments constitutifs, son apogge, son avenir (French
Edition) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that will.

Anthony Wilson:

Asascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this L'art russe: Ses origines, ses ¢lgments constitutifs, son apogge, son
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avenir (French Edition) can make you feel more interested to read.
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