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Using the journals of W. Norman Rudolf (1835-1886), a Victorian merchant, Evangelical Balance Sheet:
Character, Family, and Business in Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia explores the important role of character
ideals and evangelicalism in mid-Victorian culture. Rudolf’s diary, with its daily weather observations, its
account of family matters, of social and business happenings, and of his own experiences, aswell as
occasional literary or naturalistic forays, attempts to follow a disciplined regime of writing, but aso has
elements of a Bildungsroman. The diary reveals an obvious and significant tension between hisinner,
spiritual search for meaning in hislife (evangelical inwardness) and his outward stewardship duties. Rudolf’'s
concept of character, then, involved atype of balance sheet of his evangelical service record, to his God, his
family, his business, and his community. Needing God'’s help to transform hiswill and to interpret the world
in aconstructive, rational manner, the underlying intent of his daily journal writing wasto keep his
commitment to an ethic of benevolence and of the affirmation of the goodness of human beings.

Wood elucidates the cultivation of civic-minded masculinity in the context of Victorian Maritime Canada,
analyzing the multiple facets of the character ideal and emphasizing itsimportant role in Victorians
understanding of their life experiences. In the process Wood reveal's many underlying assumptions about
social change and about civic discourse. The book also describes how the tremendous economic upheavals
experienced by many entrepreneursin the late 1860s to 1880s tempered their evangelical zeal and made it
increasingly difficult for them to achieve a balanced and humane perspective on their own lives.

Evangelical Balance Sheet will appeal to a broad audience interested in social history, imperial studies,
gender studies (especially changing ideas of masculinity and manhood), Atlantic Canada studies, and local
history of the Pictou region.
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From reader reviews:
Aaron Tyler:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and Businessin Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia (Studies
in Childhood and Family in Canada).

Anita Jones:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and
Businessin Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada), it is possible to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh come on its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Patrick Pond:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family,
and Businessin Mid-Victorian Nova Scotia (Studies in Childhood and Family in Canada) is simple bringing
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.

Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Geor ge Bash:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Evangelical Balance Sheet: Character, Family, and Businessin Mid-Victorian Nova
Scotia (Studiesin Childhood and Family in Canada) can make you feel more interested to read.
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