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Since the days of the Spanish Conquest, the indigenous populations of Andean Bolivia have struggled to
preserve their textile-based writings. This struggle continues today, both in schools and within the larger
culture. The Metamorphosis of Heads explores the history and cultural significance of Andean textile
writings--weavings and kipus (knotted cords), and their extreme contrasts in form and production from
European alphabet-based texts. Denise Arnold examines the subjugation of native texts in favor of European
ones through the imposition of homogenized curricula by the Educational Reform Law. As Arnold reveals,
this struggle over language and education directly correlates to long-standing conflicts for land ownership
and power in the region, since the majority of the more affluent urban population is Spanish speaking, while
indigenous languages are spoken primarily among the rural poor. The Metamorphosis of Heads
acknowledges the vital importance of contemporary efforts to maintain Andean history and cultural heritage
in schools, and shows how indigenous Andean populations have incorporated elements of Western textual
practices into their own textual activities.

Based on extensive fieldwork over two decades, and historical, anthropological, and ethnographic research,
Denise Arnold assembles an original and richly diverse interdisciplinary study. The textual theory she
proposes has wider ramifications for studies of Latin America in general, while recognizing the specifically
regional practices of indigenous struggles in the face of nation building and economic globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Walsh:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Metamorphosis of Heads: Textual Struggles,
Education, and Land in the Andes (Pitt Illuminations). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading
a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Metamorphosis of Heads: Textual
Struggles, Education, and Land in the Andes (Pitt Illuminations). You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Victor Parisi:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Metamorphosis of Heads: Textual
Struggles, Education, and Land in the Andes (Pitt Illuminations) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or ideal book with you?

Nicolas Dandrea:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Metamorphosis of Heads: Textual
Struggles, Education, and Land in the Andes (Pitt Illuminations) to read.

William Evans:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. The Metamorphosis of Heads: Textual Struggles, Education, and Land in the
Andes (Pitt Illuminations) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time
problems.
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