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“Oh, the humanity!” Radio reporter Herbert Morrison’s words on witnessing the destruction of the
Hindenburg are etched in our collective memory. Yet, while the Hindenburg—like the Titanic—is a symbol
of the technological hubris of a bygone era, we seem to have forgotten the lessons that can be learned from
the infamous 1937 zeppelin disaster.

Zeppelins were steerable balloons of highly flammable, explosive gas, but the sheer magic of seeing one of
these behemoths afloat in the sky cast an irresistible spell over all those who saw them. In Monsters, Ed
Regis explores the question of how a technology now so completely invalidated (and so fundamentally
unsafe) ever managed to reach the high-risk level of development that it did. Through the story of the
zeppelin’s development, Regis examines the perils of what he calls “pathological technologies”—inventions
whose sizeable risks are routinely minimized as a result of their almost mystical allure.

Such foolishness is not limited to the industrial age: newer examples of pathological technologies include the
US government’s planned use of hydrogen bombs for large-scale geoengineering projects; the phenomenally
risky, expensive, and ultimately abandoned Superconducting Super Collider; and the exotic interstellar
propulsion systems proposed for DARPA’s present-day 100 Year Starship project. In case after case, the
romantic appeal of foolishly ambitious technologies has blinded us to their shortcomings, dangers, and costs.

Both a history of technological folly and a powerful cautionary tale for future technologies and other
grandiose schemes, Monsters is essential reading for experts and citizens hoping to see new technologies
through clear eyes.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Otoole:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Monsters: The Hindenburg Disaster and the Birth of
Pathological Technology. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Monsters: The Hindenburg Disaster and the Birth of Pathological
Technology. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's read.

Mark Hart:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Monsters: The Hindenburg Disaster and the Birth of
Pathological Technology will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

James Furlow:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Monsters: The Hindenburg Disaster and the Birth of Pathological Technology as
the daily resource information.

Mary Curtis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Monsters: The Hindenburg Disaster and the Birth of Pathological Technology it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You
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can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.
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