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A stunning celebration and reappraisal of the importance of “women’s work,” Made from Scratch
addresses the tug that many Americans feel between our professional and private lives.

In this stunning celebration and reappraisal of the importance of "women's work," acclaimed journalist Jean
Zimmerman poignantly addresses the tug that many Americans of the twenty-first century feel between our
professional and private lives. With sharp wit and intelligence, she offers evidence that in the current
domestic vacuum, we still long for a richer home life -- a paradox visible in the Martha Stewart
phenomenon, in the continuing popularity of women's service magazines such as Better Homes and Gardens,
Family Circle, and Ladies' Home Journal -- whose combined circulation of over 17 million is nearly twice
the combined circulation of Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report -- and the booming business of
restorations, where onlookers get a hands-on view of domestic life as it flourished in past centuries. This
book is about the ways home traditions passed from one generation to the next -- baking a birthday cake
from scratch, cherishing family heirlooms, or discovering the satisfaction of piecing a quilt -- sustain our
souls, especially in our ever more processed, synthetic world, where we buy "homemade" goods and fail to
see the irony in that.

Made from Scratch tells the story of the unsung heroines of the hearth, investigating the history of female
domesticity and charting its cultural changes over centuries. Zimmerman traces the lives of her own family's
homemakers -- from her tiny but indomitable grandmother, who managed a farm, strangled chickens with
her bare hands, and sewed all the family clothing, to her mother, who rejected her country upbringing yet
kept a fastidious suburban home where the gender divide stayed firmly in place, to her own experiences as a
wife and mother weaned on the Women's Movement of the 1970s, with its emphatic view that housework
was a dirty word and that the domestic sphere was to be fled rather than cherished. In this book Zimmerman
questions the unexamined trade-off we have made in a shockingly brief time span, as we've "progressed"
from home-raised chickens to frozen TV dinners to McNuggets from the food court at the mall. What is lost
when we no longer engage, as individuals and as a community, in the ancient rituals of food, craft, and
shelter?
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From reader reviews:

Kina Chatman:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Made from Scratch: Reclaiming the Pleasures of the
American Hearth. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important any book Made from Scratch: Reclaiming the Pleasures of the American Hearth. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's study.

Gail Tate:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Made from Scratch: Reclaiming the
Pleasures of the American Hearth as the daily resource information.

Jason Probst:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Made from Scratch: Reclaiming the Pleasures of the American Hearth this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Marvin Davidson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Made from Scratch: Reclaiming the
Pleasures of the American Hearth was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Made from Scratch: Reclaiming the Pleasures of the American Hearth has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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