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From his birth in 1807 to his death in 1864 as Sherman’s troops marched in triumph toward South Carolina,
James Henry Hammond witnessed the rise and fall of the cotton kingdom of the Old South. Planter,
politician, and partisan of slavery, Hammond built a career for himself that in its breadth and ambition
provides a composite portrait of the civilization in which he flourished.

A long-awaited biography, Drew Gilpin Faust’s James Henry Hammond and the Old South reveals the South
Carolina planter who was at once characteristic of his age and unique among men of his time. Of humble
origins, Hammond set out to conquer his society, to make himself a leader and a spokesman for the Old
South. Through marriage he acquired a large plantation and many slaves, and then through shrewd
management and progressive farming techniques he soon became one of the wealthiest men in South
Carolina. He was elected to the United States House of Representatives and served as governor of his state.
A scandal over his personal life forced him to retreat for many years to his plantation, but eventually he
returned to public view, winning a seat in the United States Senate that he resigned when South Carolina
seceded from the Union.

James Henry Hammond’s ambition was unquenchable. It consumed his life, directed almost his every move,
and ultimately, in its titanic calculation and rigidity, destroyed the man confined within it. Like Faulkner’s
Thomas Sutpen, Faust suggests, Hammond had a “design,” a compulsion to direct every moment of his life
toward self-aggrandizement and legitimation. Hammond envisioned himself as the benevolent, paternal, but
absolute master of his family and his slaves. But in reality, neither his family, his slaves, nor even his own
behavior was completely under his command. Hammond ardently wished to perfect and preserve the
southern way of life. But these goals were also beyond his control. At the time of his death it had become
clear to him that his world, the world of the Old South, had ended.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Quintanar:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for
Mastery (Southern Biography Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important a book James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery
(Southern Biography Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Kevin Blais:

The book James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery (Southern Biography Series)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery (Southern
Biography Series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery (Southern Biography Series) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Woods:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that James Henry
Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery (Southern Biography Series) to read.

Marilyn Fox:

James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery (Southern Biography Series) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement
in writing James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery (Southern Biography Series)
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although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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