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A powerful hero of the Bible, Jacob is also one of its most complex figures. Bible stories recounting hislife
often expose his deception, lies, and greed—then, puzzlingly, attempt to justify them. In this book, eminent
biblical scholar Yair Zakovitch presents a complete view of the patriarch, first examining Jacob and hislife
story as presented in the Bible, then also reconstructing the stories that the Bible writers suppressed—tales
that were well-known, perhaps, but incompatible with the image of Jacob they wanted to promote. Through a
work of extraordinary “literary archaeology,” Zakovitch explores the recesses of literary history, reaching
back even to the stage of oral storytelling, to identify sources of Jacob's story that preceded the work of the
Genesiswriters.

The biblical writers were skilled mosaic-makers, Zakovitch shows, and their achievement was to reshape
diverse pre-biblical representations of Jacob in support of their emerging new religion and identity. Asthe
author follows Jacob in his wanderings and revelations, his successes, disgraces, and disappointments, he
also considers the religious and political environment in which the Bible was written, offering a powerful
explication of early Judaism.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Porter:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) ended up being making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) is not only giving you alot
more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Jacob: Unexpected
Patriarch (Jewish Lives). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Linda Fite:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhile is reading.
That'swhy, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch
(Jewish Lives) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Nancy Gump:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, aswell as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives) it isvery good to read. There
are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Teresa White:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of several booksin the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch (Jewish Lives). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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