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In the absence of noble public goals, admired leaders, and compelling issues, many warn of a dangerous
erosion of civil society, which includes families, religious organizations, and all other NGOs. Are they right?
What are the roots and implications of their insistent alarm? How can public life be enriched in a period
marked by fraying communities, widespread apathy, and unprecedented levels of contempt for politics? How
should we be thinking about civil society?           

Civil Society: The Critical History of an Idea provides a comprehensive discussion and analysis of two and a
half millennia of Western political theory, as well as how civil society might be understood in the future.
John Ehrenberg analyzes both the usefulness and the limitations of civil society and maps the political and
theoretical evolution of the concept and its employment in academic and public discourse. From Aristotle
and the Enlightenment philosophers to Black Lives Matter and the Occupy movement, Ehrenberg provides
an indispensable analysis of the possibilities of what this increasingly important idea can, and cannot, offer
to contemporary political affairs.             

In this new, second edition Ehrenberg brings the historical overview up to present day, specifically
considering how major events such as 9/11, the global financial crisis, economic inequality, and rapidly
advancing technologies alter and shape our relationship to contemporary civil society. Civic engagement,
political participation, and volunteerism in contemporary life has faded, he argues, and in order to bring civil
society—and all its virtues—back to the fore, we need to counter the suffocating  inequality that has taken
hold in recent years.  Thorough and accessible, Civil Society gives a sweeping overview of a foundational
part of political life.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Kruse:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Civil Society, Second Edition: The Critical
History of an Idea will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

Andre Rosier:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Civil Society, Second Edition: The
Critical History of an Idea why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

James McFarland:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book.
Often the book that recommended to you is Civil Society, Second Edition: The Critical History of an Idea
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
ideal all of you.

John Cheung:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Civil Society, Second Edition: The Critical History
of an Idea was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Civil Society, Second
Edition: The Critical History of an Idea has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
in your case and try to like reading which.
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