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For poets, priests, and politicians--and especially ordinary Germans--in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, the image of the loving nuclear family gathered around the Christmas tree symbolized the unity of
the nation at large. German Christmas was supposedly organic, a product of the winter solstice rituals of
pagan "Teutonic" tribes, the celebration of the birth of Jesus, and the age-old customs that defined German
character. Yet, as Joe Perry argues, Germans also used these annual celebrations to contest the deepest values
that held the German community together: faith, family, and love, certainly, but also civic responsibility,
material prosperity, and national belonging.

This richly illustrated volume explores the invention, evolution, and politicization of Germany's favorite
national holiday. According to Perry, Christmas played a crucial role in public politics, as revealed in the
militarization of "War Christmas" during World War I and World War II, the Nazification of Christmas by
the Third Reich, and the political manipulation of Christmas during the Cold War. Perry offers a close
analysis of the impact of consumer culture on popular celebration and the conflicts created as religious,
commercial, and political authorities sought to control the holiday's meaning. By unpacking the intimate
links between domestic celebration, popular piety, consumer desires, and political ideology, Perry concludes
that family festivity was central in the making and remaking of public national identities.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Nance:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for us. The book Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History
was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Christmas in Germany: A
Cultural History. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jeffrey Dominguez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give
you a lot of new details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Francis Corder:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is usually Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History.

Debbie Gray:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Christmas in Germany: A Cultural History why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.
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