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Words are essential to our everyday lives. An average person spends his or her day enveloped in
conversations, e-mails, phone calls, text messages, directions, headlines, and more. But how often do we stop
to think about the origins of the words we use? Have you ever thought about which words in English have
been borrowed from Arabic, Dutch, or Portuguese? Try admiral, landscape, and marmalade, just for starters.

The Secret Life of Words is a wide-ranging account not only of the history of English language and
vocabulary, but also of how words witness history, reflect social change, and remind us of our past. Henry
Hitchings delves into the insatiable, ever-changing English language and reveals how and why it has
absorbed words from more than 350 other languages—many originating from the most unlikely of places,
such as shampoo from Hindi and kiosk from Turkish. From the Norman Conquest to the present day,
Hitchings narrates the story of English as a living archive of our human experience. He uncovers the secrets
behind everyday words and explores the surprising origins of our most commonplace expressions. The Secret
Life of Words is a rich, lively celebration of the language and vocabulary that we too often take for granted.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Rayl:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Secret Life of Words: How
English Became English will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Melanie Archer:

The feeling that you get from The Secret Life of Words: How English Became English is a more deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but The Secret Life of Words: How English Became English giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Secret Life
of Words: How English Became English instantly.

George Eichner:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Secret Life of Words: How English Became English, you are able to tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Jeffrey Cooks:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Secret Life of Words: How English Became English offer you a new experience in
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reading a book.
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