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Why were women far more likely than men to be executed for witchcraft in the early modern period?
Questioning approaches that focus narrowly on the male role in witch-hunting in England and Scotland,
Deborah Willis examines the fact that women were also frequently the accusers.

Willis draws on the strengths of feminist, new historicist, and psychoanalytic criticism and on such primary
sources as legal documents, pamphlet literature, religious tracts, and stage plays. Both the witch and her
female accuser, Willis concludes, were engaged in a complex, intricate struggle for survival and
empowerment in a patriarchal culture, and they stood in uneasy relation to definitions of female identity that
rewarded nurturing behavior.

Malevolent Nurture disentangles popular images of the witch from those endorsed by male elites. Among
villagers, the witch was most typically imagined as a malevolent mother, while elites preferred to view her as
a betraying servant of Satan. Analyzing King James VI and I's involvement in the North Berwick witchcraft
trials, Willis shows how his elite atittudes were nevertheless influenced by his relationships with his brith
mother, Mary Queen of Scots, and another maternal figure, Queen Elizabeth I.

Willis also shows that Shakespeare, in Richard III, Macbeth, and Henry VI, and other middle-class
playwrights incorporated the beliefs of the ruling class and villagers alike in their representations of witches.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and
Maternal Power in Early Modern England is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Chester Walters:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal
Power in Early Modern England as your daily resource information.

Katherine Sorenson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal Power in Early Modern England offer you a new
experience in examining a book.

Brandon Jenkins:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal Power in Early
Modern England this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book acceptable all of you.
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