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Paul Kennedy, award-winning author of The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers and one of today’s most
renowned historians, now provides a new and unique look at how World War Il was won. Engineers of
Victory is afascinating nuts-and-bolts account of the strategic factors that led to Allied victory. Kennedy
reveals how the leaders' grand strategy was carried out by the ordinary soldiers, scientists, engineers, and
businessmen responsible for realizing their commanders’ visions of success.

In January 1943, FDR and Churchill convened in Casablanca and established the Allied objectives for the
war: to defeat the Nazi blitzkrieg; to control the Atlantic sealanes and the air over western and central
Europe; to take the fight to the European mainland; and to end Japan’simperialism. Astonishingly, alittle
over ayear later, these ambitious goals had nearly all been accomplished. With riveting, tactical

detail, Engineers of Victory reveals how.

Kennedy recounts the inside stories of the invention of the cavity magnetron, a miniature radar “as small asa
soup plate,” and the Hedgehog, a multi-headed grenade launcher that allowed the Allies to overcome the
threat to their convoys crossing the Atlantic; the critical decision by engineersto install a super-charged
Rolls-Royce engine in the P-51 Mustang, creating a fighter plane more powerful than the Luftwaffe's; and
the innovative use of pontoon bridges (made from rafts strung together) to help Russian troops crossrivers
and elude the Nazi blitzkrieg. He takes readers behind the scenes, unveiling exactly how thousands of
individual Allied planes and fighting ships were choreographed to collectively pull off the invasion of
Normandy, and illuminating how crew chiefs perfected the high-flying and inaccessible B-29 Superfortress
that would drop the atomic bombs on Japan.

The story of World War |1 is often told as a grand narrative, as if it were fought by supermen or decided by
fate. Here Kennedy uncovers the real heroes of the war, highlighting for the first time the creative strategies,
tactics, and organizational decisions that made the lofty Allied objectivesinto a successful reality. In an even
more significant way, Engineers of Victory has another claim to our attention, for it restores “the middle
level of war” toitsrightful placein history.

Praisefor Engineersof Victory

“Superbly written and carefully documented . . . indispensable reading for anyone who seeks to understand
how and why the Allieswon.”—The Christian Science Monitor

“An important contribution to our understanding of World War 11 . . . Like an engineer who pries open a
pocket watch to reveal itsinner mechanics, [Paul] Kennedy tells how little-known men and women at lower
levels helped win the war.”—Michael Beschloss, The New York Times Book Review

“Histories of World War 11 tend to concentrate on the leaders and generals at the top who make the big
strategic decisions and on the lowly grunts at the bottom. . . . [Engineers of Victory] seeksto fill thisgapin
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the historiography of World War 11 and does so triumphantly. . . . Thisbook is afine tribute.”—The Wall
Street Journal

“[Kennedy] colorfully and convincingly illustrates the ingenuity and persistence of afew men who made all
the difference.”—The Washington Post
“This superb book is Kennedy’ s best.” —Foreign Affairs

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Crystal McMullen:

With other case, little people like to read book Engineers of Victory: The Problem Solvers Who Turned The
Tide in the Second World War. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we
know about how isimportant a book Engineers of Victory: The Problem Solvers Who Turned The Tidein
the Second World War. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gerard Williams;

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for al of us. The book Engineers of Victory: The Problem Solvers Who
Turned The Tide in the Second World War has been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Engineers of Victory:
The Problem Solvers Who Turned The Tide in the Second World War is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Engineers of Victory: The Praoblem Solvers
Who Turned The Tide in the Second World War. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Joan Hanson:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone isyou don't know what type you should start with. This Engineers of Victory: The Problem Solvers
Who Turned The Tide in the Second World War is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kirk Thomas:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Engineers of Victory: The Problem
Solvers Who Turned The Tide in the Second World War as well as others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especialy. Those textbooks are hel ping them to include their
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knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Engineers of Victory: The Prablem
Solvers Who Turned The Tide in the Second World War to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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