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Refusing the Favor tells the little-known story of the Spanish-Mexican women who saw their homeland
become part of New Mexico. A corrective to traditional narratives of the period, it carefully and lucidly
documents the effects of colonization, looking closely at how the women lived both before and after the
United States took control of the region.

Focusing on Santa Fe, which was long one of the largest cities west of the Mississippi, Deena González
demonstrates that women's responses to the conquest were remarkably diverse and that their efforts to
preserve their culture were complex and long-lasting. Drawing on a range of sources, from newspapers to
wills, deeds, and court records, González shows that the change to U.S. territorial status did little to enrich or
empower the Spanish-Mexican inhabitants. The vast majority, in fact, found themselves quickly
impoverished, and this trend toward low-paid labor, particularly for women, continues even today. González
both examines the long-term consequences of colonization and draws illuminating parallels with the
experiences of other minorities.

Refusing the Favor also describes how and why Spanish-Mexican women have remained invisible in the
histories of the region for so long. It avoids casting the story as simply "bad" Euro-American migrants and
"good" local people by emphasizing the concrete details of how women lived. It covers every aspect of their
experience, from their roles as businesswomen to the effects of intermarriage, and it provides an essential
key to the history of New Mexico. Anyone with an interest in Western history, gender studies, Chicano/a
studies, or the history of borderlands and colonization will find the book an invaluable resource and guide.
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From reader reviews:

William Petterson:

This Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of Santa Fe, 1820-1880 book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. This specific Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of Santa
Fe, 1820-1880 without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of Santa Fe, 1820-
1880 can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women
of Santa Fe, 1820-1880 having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of Santa Fe, 1820-1880
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of Santa Fe, 1820-1880 content conveys the
idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican
Women of Santa Fe, 1820-1880 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Marvin Smith:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Refusing the Favor:
The Spanish-Mexican Women of Santa Fe, 1820-1880 is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Wilma Richards:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of Santa Fe, 1820-1880 your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
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explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Refusing the Favor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of
Santa Fe, 1820-1880 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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