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Throughout history plague has been the cause of many major catastrophes. It was responsible for the Black
Death of 1348 and the Great Plague of London in 1665, and for devastating epidemics much earlier and
much later, in the Mediterranean in the sixth century, and in China and India between the 1890s and 1920s.
Today, it has become a metaphor for other epidemic disasters which appear to threaten us, but plague itself
has never been eradicated.

In this Very Short Introduction, Paul Slack explores the historical impact of plague over the centuries,
looking at the ways in which it has been interpreted, and the powerful images it has left behind in art and
literature. Examining what plague meant for those who suffered from it, and how governments began to fight
against it, he demonstrates the impact plague has had on modern notions of public health and how it has
shaped our history.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cobble:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Plague: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Lisa Robinson:

Plague: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Plague: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Jonathan Baker:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Plague: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short time problems.

Alice Concannon:

You will get this Plague: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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