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A man murders his wife after she has admitted her infidelity; another man kills an openly gay teammate after
receiving a massage; a third man, white, goes for a jog in a “bad” neighborhood, carrying a pistol, and shoots
an African American teenager who had his hands in his pockets. When brought before the criminal justice
system, all three men argue that they should be found “not guilty”; the first two use the defense of
provocation, while the third argues he used his gun in self-defense.

Drawing upon these and similar cases, Cynthia Lee shows how two well-established, traditional criminal law
defenses—the doctrines of provocation and self-defense—enable majority-culture defendants to justify their
acts of violence. While the reasonableness requirement, inherent in both defenses, is designed to allow
community input and provide greater flexibility in legal decision-making, the requirement also allows
majority-culture defendants to rely on dominant social norms, such as masculinity, heterosexuality, and race
(i.e., racial stereotypes), to bolster their claims of reasonableness. At the same time, Lee examines other
cases that demonstrate that the reasonableness requirement tends to exclude the perspectives of minorities,
such as heterosexual women, gays and lesbians, and persons of color.

Murder and the Reasonable Man not only shows how largely invisible social norms and beliefs influence
the outcomes of certain criminal cases, but goes further, suggesting three tentative legal reforms to address
problems of bias and undue leniency. Ultimately, Lee cautions that the true solution lies in a change in social
attitudes.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

The book Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom
(Critical America) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read
a e-book Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Loyd Tyler:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear
in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) as your daily resource information.

Michael Marx:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal
Courtroom (Critical America) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book has high quality.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion
and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to
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know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Murder and the Reasonable Man:
Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) become your current starter.
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