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France has experienced considerable upheaval in recent years. The Eurozone crisis, a new socialist president,
rioting by an alienated underclass, a ban on the burqa (full veil) in public places, and an attempt to
democratize the elite system of education all point to significant changes in French society. At the same time
leading French companies are major investors in European energy resources, services, and luxury products,
and between three and four hundred thousand French people live in Britain, making London, as former
President Sarkozy stated, France’s fifth- or sixth-largest city. The implications of these changes have not yet
fully permeated French society, but they reveal a slow process of adaptation to new realities.
 
Meanwhile, in international affairs, France makes a major and distinctive contribution and carefully guards
its interests and prestige. The rivalry between Paris and the provinces continues the traditional split between
North and South. France as a whole maintains its stately pace as a centre of culture, civilization, and, of
course, the good life, which is one of the reasons it remains, with 75 million visitors a year, the most visited
country in the world.
 
This new, updated edition of Culture Smart! France looks at the attitudes and values of the French today. It
explains how French life and business work and shows you how to fit in as a foreigner. There is practical
advice on how to avoid the pitfalls and do things the French way. It takes you through history, festivals, and
traditions, the French at home, on the road, in the restaurant, and at work. Above all, it shows you how the
French communicate, and how best to get along with this sometimes frustrating yet charming and brilliant
people.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled France - Culture
Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lula Estes:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this France - Culture Smart!: The
Essential Guide to Customs & Culture to read.

Lyla Jackson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this France - Culture Smart!: The
Essential Guide to Customs & Culture book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Garry Brown:

France - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing France - Culture Smart!:
The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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