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In America’s Unwritten Constitution, esteemed legal scholar Akhil Reed Amar presents an exploration of the
various factors that we consider in the course of interpreting the Constitution, but which are not actually
enumerated in the written document—and which have never been thoroughly described until now. With the
ratification of the U.S. Constitution, the American people rejected the precedent of the British
“Constitution”, a set of principles and procedures not based on any one foundational document. Instead,
Americans chose to create a single text that would serve as the country’s supreme law. But despite its
venerated place in our nation’s history, the written Constitution alone is inadequate for directing the
American system. At a mere eight thousand words, it does not explicitly provide for every question of
legality and justice that arises in practice, nor have its subsequent amendments produced an exhaustive list of
the many rights and rules that apply to the country’s lawmakers, judges, and citizens. As Amar explains, the
Constitution was purposefully designed to be a terse document, at once comprehensible to ordinary
Americans while also being subtly, ingeniously comprehensive. In America’s Unwritten Constitution, Amar
demonstrates how constitutional interpretation depends as much on implicit values, assumptions, and
intuitions about justice and governance as it does on the law spelled out in the document itself. In order to
understand the written Constitution, Amar argues, we are ironically required to look between its lines—or
even beyond it, to precedents set by our Founding Fathers, to common practices both before and after the
Constitution was finalized, and to sources like the Federalist papers, William Blackstone’s Commentaries on
the Laws of England, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, and Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech. These diverse standards, symbols, and documents—along with
historical circumstances, cultural mores, and judicial decisions—form our “unwritten” Constitution. They are
extensions of the original document, and indispensible tools for understanding and interpreting the written
Constitution. Amar describes each of these “unwritten” sources in turn, revealing the surprising ways in
which they guide interpretation of the Constitution itself. The 8th Amendment, for instance, prohibits “cruel
and unusual punishments,” but offers no definition of “cruel and unusual”—freeing judges to assess
sentences based on their conformity with dominant practices at the moment of interpretation. Similarly,
while Article I, Section 6 of the Constitution safeguards members of Congress from most forms of
punishment for “Speech or Debate in either house,” the same holds true for federal judges, whose judicial
opinions have historically been protected by the courts despite there being no such assurances in the written
Constitution. And it is an unquestioned fact that the president cannot be arrested, imprisoned, or detained
while in office—a remarkable guarantee of immunity that is nowhere to be found in the document. Rather,
this principle is based on a variety of external factors: arguments in the Federalist papers; ratifying debates
and early congressional discussions; and the writings of court justices. America’s Unwritten Constitution
presents a bold new vision of the American constitutional system, one in which proper interpretation of the
Constitution rests on the interplay between its written and unwritten manifestations, but in which
interpretation does not, and cannot, depend wholly on one form or the other. Neither America’s written
Constitution nor its unwritten Constitution stands alone, Amar shows, and with each eye-opening example he
develops a deeper, more compelling way of...
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From reader reviews:

Archie Williams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject America's
Unwritten Constitution: The Precedents and Principles We Live By suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled America's Unwritten Constitution: The
Precedents and Principles We Live Byis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

David Eaton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this America's Unwritten Constitution: The Precedents and Principles We Live By, it is possible to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a publication.

Doyle Swoope:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book America's Unwritten Constitution: The Precedents and Principles We Live
By it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides
high quality.

Sophia Morrison:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
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you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like America's Unwritten
Constitution: The Precedents and Principles We Live By which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.
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