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The period represented by this volume is in many ways the most complex and confusing in Israel's history.
The record is not that of the life of a nation but of the scattered remnants of a race. It was inevitable that
under the influence of their varied environment, the survivors of the Jewish race should develop very
different beliefs and characteristics. The result is that many different currents of thought and shades of belief
are reflected in the literature of this period; some of it is dross, but much of it is purest gold. While the period
following the destruction of Jerusalem was a reflective and a retrospective age in which the teaching of the
earlier priests and prophets gained wide acceptance, it was also a creative era. Fully half of the literature of
the Old Testament and all of the important writings of the Apocrypha come from these tragic five centuries.
Although the historical records are by no means complete, the great crises in Israel's life are illuminated by
such remarkable historical writings as the memoirs of Nehemiah, the first book of Maccabees, and the
detailed histories of Josephus. The majority of the writings, however, reveal above all the soul of the race.
Out of its anguish and suffering came the immortal poems found in Isaiah 40-66, the book of Job, and the
Psalter. Instead of the distinctly nationalistic point of view, which characterizes practically all of the writings
of the pre-exilic period, the interest becomes individual and the outlook universal. During these centuries
Israel's prophets, priests, and sages became not merely teachers of the nation but of humanity. Conspicuous
among the great teachers of his day stands the noble sage, Jesus the son of Sirach, who gleaned out and
presented in effective form that which was most vital in the earlier teaching of his race. In his broad, simple
faith in God and man, in his emphasis on deeds and character, as well as ceremonial, and in his practical
philosophy of life he was a worthy forerunner of the Great Teacher whose name he bore
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From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Makers and Teachers of Judaism book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The Makers and Teachers of
Judaism content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Makers
and Teachers of Judaism is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Katie Barry:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely The Makers and Teachers of Judaism.

Robert Mayo:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Makers and Teachers of Judaism was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Makers and Teachers of
Judaism has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try
to like reading which.

James Wood:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the The Makers and Teachers of Judaism when you essential it?
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