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In The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence,
renowned anthropologist Douglas P. Fry shows how anthropology--with its expansive time frame and
comparative orientation--can provide unique insights into the nature of war and the potential for peace.
Challenging the traditional view that humans are by nature primarily violent and warlike, Professor Fry
argues that along with the capacity for aggression humans also possess a strong ability to prevent, limit, and
resolve conflicts without violence. Raising philosophy of science issues, the author shows that cultural
beliefs asserting the inevitability of violence and war can bias our interpretations, affect our views of
ourselves, and may even blind us to the possibility of achieving security without war. Fry draws on data from
cultural anthropology, archaeology, and sociology as well as from behavioral ecology and evolutionary
biology to construct a biosocial argument that challenges a host of commonly held assumptions.
The Human Potential for Peace includes ethnographic examples from around the globe, findings from Fry's
research among the Zapotec of Mexico, and results of cross-cultural studies on warfare. In showing that
conflict resolution exists across cultures and by documenting the existence of numerous peaceful societies, it
demonstrates that dealing with conflict without violence is not merely a utopian dream. The book also
explores several highly publicized and interesting controversies, including Freeman's critique of Margaret
Mead's writings on Samoan warfare; Napoleon Chagnon's claims about the Yanomamö; and ongoing
evolutionary debates about whether "hunter-gatherers" are peaceful or warlike. The Human Potential for
Peace is ideal for undergraduate courses in political and legal anthropology, the anthropology of peace and
conflict, peace studies, political sociology, and the sociology of war and violence. Written in an informal
style with numerous entertaining examples, the book is also readily accessible to general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can
do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need that The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge
to Assumptions about War and Violence to read.

Adeline Norris:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to
Assumptions about War and Violence it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Eula Johnson:

Beside this particular The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about
War and Violence in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Human
Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
and also read it from now!

Jerry Ingle:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological
Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence was colourful and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about
War and Violence has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
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Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.
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