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What does the durability of political institutions have to do with how actors form knowledge about them?
Andreas Glaeser investigates this question in the context of a fascinating historical case: socialist East
Germany’s unexpected self-dissolution in 1989. His analysis builds on extensive in-depth interviews with
former secret police officers and the dissidents they tried to control as well as research into the documents
both groups produced. In particular, Glaeser analyzes how these two opposing factions’ understanding of the
socialist project came to change in response to countless everyday experiences. These investigations
culminate in answers to two questions: why did the officers not defend socialism by force? And how was the
formation of dissident understandings possible in a state that monopolized mass communication and group
formation? He also explores why the Stasi, although always well informed about dissident activities, never
developed a realistic understanding of the phenomenon of dissidence.

Out of this ambitious study, Glaeser extracts two distinct lines of thought. On the one hand he offers an
epistemic account of socialism’s failure that differs markedly from existing explanations. On the other hand
he develops a theory—a sociology of understanding—that shows us how knowledge can appear validated
while it is at the same time completely misleading.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Paris:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important normally. The book Political Epistemics: The Secret Police,
the Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The book Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of
East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the
Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning). You never
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is
this Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago
Studies in Practices of Meaning).

Edna Davis:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Political
Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Political Epistemics:
The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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William Levitt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the
Opposition, and the End of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) guide written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation Political Epistemics: The Secret Police, the Opposition, and the End
of East German Socialism (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) as good book not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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