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Until the last century, it was generally agreed that Maimonides was a great defender of Judaism, and
Spinoza—as an Enlightenment advocate for secul arization—among its key opponents. However, a new
scholarly consensus has recently emerged that the teachings of the two philosophers were in fact much closer
than was previously thought. In his perceptive new book, Joshua Parens sets out to challenge the now
predominant view of Maimonides as a protomodern forerunner to Spinoza—and to show that a chief reason
to read Maimonidesisin fact to gain distance from our progressively secularized worldview.

Turning the focus from Spinoza' s oft-analyzed Theol ogico-Political Treatise, this book has at its heart a
nuanced analysis of histheory of human nature in the Ethics. Viewing thiswork in contrast to Maimonides's
Guide of the Perplexed, it makes clear that Spinoza can no longer be thought of as the founder of modern
Jewish identity, nor should Maimonides be thought of as having paved the way for a modern secular
worldview. Maimonides and Spinoza dramatically revises our understanding of both philosophers.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Garza:

Here thing why this kind of Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views of Human Nature are
different and reliable to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views
of Human Nature giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views of Human
Nature. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere likein
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views of
Human Nature in e-book can be your alternate.

Sherrie Smith:

The book Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views of Human Nature will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate theideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting
Views of Human Nature is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ronald Tanaka:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
isthis Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views of Human Nature.

Sue Randall:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Maimonides and Spinoza: Their Conflicting Views of
Human Nature can give you alot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So, why hesitate? Let's have Maimonides and Spinoza:
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