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In recent years Latin American indigenous groups have regularly deployed the discourse of human rights to
legitimate their positions and pursue their goals. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than in the Maya
region of Chiapas and Guatemala, where in the last two decades indigenous social movements have been
engaged in ongoing negotiations with the state, and the presence of multinational actors has brought human
rights to increased prominence. In this volume, scholars and activists examine the role of human rights in the
ways that states relate to their populations, analyze conceptualizations and appropriations of human rights by
Mayans in specific localities, and explore the relationship between the individualist and “universal” tenets of
Western-derived concepts of human rights and various Mayan cultural understandings and political
subjectivities.

The collection includes a reflection on the effects of truth-finding and documenting particular human rights
abuses, a look at how Catholic social teaching validates the human rights claims advanced by indigenous
members of a diocese in Chiapas, and several analyses of the limitations of human rights frameworks. A
Mayan intellectual seeks to bring Mayan culture into dialogue with western feminist notions of women’s
rights, while another contributor critiques the translation of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights
into Tzeltal, an indigenous language in Chiapas. Taken together, the essays reveal a broad array of rights-
related practices and interpretations among the Mayan population, demonstrating that global-local-state
interactions are complex and diverse even within a geographically limited area. So too are the goals of
indigenous groups, which vary from social reconstruction and healing following years of violence to the
creation of an indigenous autonomy that challenges the tenets of neoliberalism.

Contributors: Robert M. Carmack, Stener Ekern, Christine Kovic, Xochitl Leyva Solano, Julián López
García, Irma Otzoy, Pedro Pitarch, Álvaro Reyes, Victoria Sanford, Rachel Sieder, Shannon Speed, Rodolfo
Stavenhagen, David Stoll, Richard Ashby Wilson
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Fiala:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global
Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements. All type of book can you see on many options. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Tamara Evans:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global
Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements was making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Human Rights
in the Maya Region: Global Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global
Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements. You never truly feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Irving Carlin:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics,
Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jesus Curry:

The knowledge that you get from Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics, Cultural Contentions,
and Moral Engagements is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Human Rights in the Maya
Region: Global Politics, Cultural Contentions, and Moral Engagements giving you joy feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Human Rights in the Maya Region: Global Politics, Cultural
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