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" Honey bees?and the qualities associated with them?have quietly influenced American values for four
centuries. During every major period in the country's history, bees and beekeepers have represented order
and stability in a country without a national religion, political party, or language. Bees in America is an
enlightening cultural history of bees and beekeeping in the United States. Tammy Horn, herself a beekeeper,
offers a varied social and technological history from the colonial period, when the British first introduced
bees to the New World, to the present, when bees are being used by the American military to detect bombs.
Early European colonists introduced bees to the New World as part of an agrarian philosophy borrowed from
the Greeks and Romans. Their legacy was intended to provide sustenance and a livelihood for immigrants in
search of new opportunities, and the honey bee became a sign of colonization, alerting Native Americans to
settlers' westward advance. Colonists imagined their own endeavors in terms of bees' hallmark traits of
industry and thrift and the image of the busy and growing hive soon shaped American ideals about work,
family, community, and leisure. The image of the hive continued to be popular in the eighteenth century,
symbolizing a society working together for the common good and reflecting Enlightenment principles of
order and balance. Less than a half-century later, Mormons settling Utah (where the bee is the state symbol)
adopted the hive as a metaphor for their protected and close-knit culture that revolved around industry,
harmony, frugality, and cooperation. In the Great Depression, beehives provided food and bartering goods
for many farm families, and during World War II, the War Food Administration urged beekeepers to
conserve every ounce of beeswax their bees provided, as more than a million pounds a year were being used
in the manufacture of war products ranging from waterproofing products to tape. The bee remains a
bellwether in modern America. Like so many other insects and animals, the bee population was decimated
by the growing use of chemical pesticides in the 1970s. Nevertheless, beekeeping has experienced a revival
as natural products containing honey and beeswax have increased the visibility and desirability of the honey
bee. Still a powerful representation of success, the industrious honey bee continues to serve both as a source
of income and a metaphor for globalization as America emerges as a leader in the Information Age.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Bees in America: How
the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Jennifer Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation has
been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation is not
only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Bees in America:
How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Marivel Tye:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Bees in America: How the
Honey Bee Shaped a Nation book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

David Blackwood:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Bees in America: How the
Honey Bee Shaped a Nation, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its named reading friends.
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