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The Wanano Indians of the northwest Amazon have a social system that differs from those of most tropical
forest tribes. Neither stratified by wealth nor strictly egalitarian, Wanano society is "ranked" according to
rigidly bound descent groups. In this pioneering ethnographic study, Janet M. Chernela decodes the structure
of Wanano society.

In Wanano culture, children can be "grandparents,” while elders can be "grandchildren.” This apparent
contradiction springs from the fact that descent from ranked ancestors, rather than age or accumul ated
wealth, determines one's standing in Wanano society. But ranking's impulse is muted as senior clans,
considered to be succulent (referring to both seniority and resource abundance), must be generous gift-
givers. In thisway, resources are distributed throughout the society.

In two poignant chapters aptly entitled "Ordinary Dramas," Chernela shows that rank is a site of contest,
resulting in exile, feuding, personal shame, and even death. Thus, Chernela's account is dynamic, placing
rank in historic aswell as personal context.

Asthe deforestation of the Amazon continues, the Wanano and other indigenous peoples face growing
threats of habitat destruction and eventual extinction. If these peoples are to be saved, they must first be
known and valued. The Wanano Indians of the Brazlian Amazon is an important step in that direction.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Miller:

The book The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space? Severa of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous
world by available and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Rohan:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen within you if you take The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense
of Space as your daily resource information.

Andrea Whitt:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian
Amazon: A Sense of Space, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to missit? What
kind of hangout type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Maria Levine:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
abook you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space provide you with new experiencein
reading through a book.
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