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From the author of the beloved Josephine B. Trilogy, comes a spellbinding novel inspired by the true
story of a young woman who rises from poverty to become confidante to the most powerful,
provocative and dangerous woman in the 17th century French court: the mistress of the charismatic
Sun King.

1660, Paris

Claudette’s life is like an ever-revolving stage set.  From an impoverished childhood wandering the French
countryside with her family’s acting troupe, Claudette finally witnesses her mother's astonishing rise to
stardom in Parisian theaters. Working with playwrights Corneille, Molière and Racine, Claudette’s life is
culturally rich, but like all in the theatrical world at the time, she's socially scorned. 

A series of chance encounters gradually pull Claudette into the alluring orbit of Athénaïs de Montespan,
mistress to Louis XIV and reigning "Shadow Queen." Needing someone to safeguard her secrets, Athénaïs
offers to hire Claudette as her personal attendant. 

Enticed by the promise of riches and respectability, Claudette leaves the world of the theater only to find that
court is very much like a stage, with outward shows of loyalty masking more devious intentions. This
parallel is not lost on Athénaïs, who fears political enemies are plotting her ruin as young courtesans angle to
take the coveted spot in the king's bed. 

Indeed, Claudette's "reputable" new position is marked by spying, illicit trysts and titanic power
struggles. As Athénaïs, becomes ever more desperate to hold onto the King's favor, innocent love charms
move into the realm of deadly Black Magic, and Claudette is forced to consider a move that will put her own
life—and the family she loves so dearly—at risk. 

Set against the gilded opulence of a newly-constructed Versailles and the War of Theaters, THE SHADOW
QUEEN is a seductive, gripping novel about the lure of wealth, the illusion of power, and the increasingly
uneasy relationship between two strong-willed women whose actions could shape the future of France.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Shadow Queen: A Novel.

Stephen Hill:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Shadow Queen: A Novel to read.

Faye Berg:

The guide with title The Shadow Queen: A Novel posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ricky Bodkin:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading a e-
book. The book The Shadow Queen: A Novel it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.
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