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Efficiency—associated with individual discipline, superior management, and increased profits or
productivity—often counts as one of the highest virtuesin Western culture. But what does it mean, exactly,
to be efficient? How did this concept evolve from a means for evaluating simple machines to the mantra of
progress and a prerequisite for success?

In this provocative and ambitious study, Jennifer Karns Alexander explores the growing power of efficiency
in the post-industrial West. Examining the ways the concept has appeared in modern history—from a benign
measure of the thermal economy of a machine to its widespread application to persona behaviors like
chewing habits, spending choices, and shop floor movements to its controversial use as a measure of the
business success of American slavery—she argues that beneath efficiency's seemingly endless variety liesa
common theme: the pursuit of mastery through techniques of surveillance, discipline, and control.

Six historical case studies—two from Britain, one each from France and Germany, and two from the United
States—illustrate the concept's fascinating development and provide context for the meanings of, and uses
for, efficiency today and in the future.
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From reader reviews:
Ethel Ellis:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Mantra of Efficiency: From
Waterwheel to Social Control will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suited book with you?

Nathan War e

Often the book The Mantra of Efficiency: From Waterwheel to Social Control will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out theideais very unigue. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Mantra of Efficiency: From
Waterwheel to Social Control is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Adele Rowan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims The Mantra of Efficiency: From Waterwheel to Socia Control.

Gary McKinney:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Mantra of Efficiency: From
Waterwheel to Social Control to make your current reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto be first opinion for you to like
to available abook and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Mantra of Efficiency: From Waterwheel to Social
Control can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
thistime.
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